Permitted clearing of native vegetation

Defining and classifying native vegetation
Fact sheet

In Victoria, a planning permit is required to remove, destroy
or lop native vegetation. Landholders wishing to remove
native vegetation need to apply for a permit from their local
council.

The Permitted clearing of native vegetation — Biodiversity
assessment Guidelines (the Guidelines) are incorporated
into all Victorian planning schemes. The Guidelines set out
how impacts on Victoria’s biodiversity are assessed when
an application for a permit to remove native vegetation is
considered.

This fact sheet provides general information on how native
vegetation is defined and classified for the purposes of
these Guidelines. If vegetation does not meet the
Guidelines’ definition of native vegetation the biodiversity
considerations in Clause 52.17 of planning schemes and the
Guidelines are not required to be applied. However a permit
for the removal of the vegetation may still be required in
planning schemes.

Definition of native vegetation

Native vegetation is defined in the Victoria Planning
Provisions as ‘plants that are indigenous to Victoria,
including trees, shrubs, herbs and grasses’. A planning
permit is required to remove native plants that meet this
definition, unless an exemption applies.

The Permitted clearing of native vegetation — Biodiversity
assessment guidelines (the Guidelines) classify native
vegetation in two categories; remnant patches and scattered
trees.

Remnant patch

A remnant patch of native vegetation is either:

« an area of vegetation where at least 25 per cent of the
total perennial understorey plant cover is native

« any area with three or more native canopy trees where
the canopy foliage cover is at least 20 per cent of the
area.

Scattered tree

A scattered tree is a native canopy tree that does not form
part of a remnant patch.

Note: A canopy tree is a mature tree that is greater than
three metres in height and is normally found in the upper
layer of a vegetation type.

Distinguishing between remnant patches and
scattered trees

Native canopy trees are considered scattered trees when
they are spread out (not in contact with each other) and the
vegetation around them is not native. Scattered trees most

commonly occur in paddocks that have been cropped or
sown with exotic pastures.

Native canopy trees that are in groups of three or more, or
are surrounded by native vegetation are considered to be
part of a remnant patch.

Examples of vegetation that does not meet the
Guidelines’ definition

Examples of vegetation that does not meet either of the
Guidelines’ definition of remnant vegetation or scattered
trees may include:

« isolated native shrubs or isolated native grass tussocks

» areas where native vegetation has been replaced by
exotic species (e.g. pasture grasses).

« planted exotic vegetation such as crops, or in gardens.

Department of
Environment and

Primary Industries Victoria

State Government



Published by the Victorian Government Department of Environment and Primary
Industries Melbourne, September 2013.

© The State of Victoria Department of Environment and Primary Industries
Melbourne 2013.

This publication is copyright. No part may be reproduced by any process except
in accordance with the provisions of the Copyright Act 1968.

ISBN 978-1-74287-986-4 (pdf)

Accessibility

If you would like to receive this publication in an alternative format,
please telephone DEPI Customer Service Centre 136 186, email
customer.service@depi.vic.gov.au (or relevant address), via the National
Relay Service on 133 677 www.relayservice.com.au This document is
also available on the internet at www.depi.vic.gov.au

Disclaimer

This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its
employees do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind
or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims
all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you
relying on any information in this publication.



